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the uniform "is magnificent, better than that of the
police !"18 The movement has given them something definite
and something virile to do. (Mashriqi claims that by having
them drill every evening, he has eliminated cinema-going
and adultery among Khaksars14.) With its social service, it
has made them feel useful; a feeling particularly needed in a
stagnant capitalism and in a conquered country. It has given
the rank and file no responsibility, except for keeping their
spades shining brightly and for being on time and alert at
drill. They have not been required to do any hard thinking.
To the minority who like some responsibility and power, it
has given officers' posts. To those who like an air of mystery,
there has been the all-pervading spying on KhaksSr activity.
From a religious point of view, the movement is interest-
ing for the adequate way in which it has fulfilled the
religious needs of the people concerned. The members have
been men who have moved from a feudal village economy
to the lower rungs of a new industrial economy. The old
feudal religion, the Islam of the mullas, has no longer 'suited
them. Yet they have not been advanced enough, not intel-
lectual enough, to grasp the new sophisticated bourgeois
Islam of liberals and progressive thinkers. They have wanted
something more active and concrete ; and they have wanted
to be led. The mullas could not be their leaders, for these
men have known that individually they are superior to the
' mullas. Mashriqi has written of those traditional religionists :
" Their poverty, ignorance, vileness, destitution, helpless-
ness, dumbness, filthiness and their tatters, all these clearly
indicate that, whatever they be, they can never be the
leaders of this nation "15; and the KhSks5r has read this
gladly, knowing himself to be cleaner, more intelligent, less
poor, less helpless, than the local mawlawl. Besides, what
that mawlam has had to offer these men has not been
adapted to their new life, has been of no advantage to them;
the orthodoxy is merely an irrelevant body of subtleties, the
orthopraxy an irksome bundle of impositions, of which they
have been happy to be rid.
Yet they have been by no means so advanced, or so